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Definitions of Favourable Condition:  notes for users 
 
Definitions of Favourable Condition 
The definitions comprise one or more condition definitions for the special interest features at this 
site. These are subject to periodic review and may be updated to reflect new information or 
knowledge. They will be used by Natural England to determine if a site is in a favourable 
condition.  The standards for favourable condition have been developed and are applied 
throughout the UK.  
 
Standards for favourable condition are defined with particular reference to the specific 
designated features listed in Table 1, and are based  on a selected set of  attributes for features 
which most effectively define favourable condition as set out in Tables 2, 2a and 3. When an 
SSSI’s features meet these attributes, then they are said to be in ‘favourable condition’.   
 
Explanatory text for Tables 2 and 3 
Tables 2, 2a and 3 set out the measures of condition which we will use to provide evidence to 
support our assessment of whether features are in favourable condition.  They have been 
tailored by local staff to reflect the particular characteristics and site-specific circumstances of 
individual sites.  Quality Assurance has ensured that such site-specific tailoring remains within a 
nationally consistent set of standards.  The tables include an audit trail to provide a summary of 
the reasoning behind any site-specific targets etc.  In some cases the requirements of features 
or designations may conflict; the detailed basis for any reconciliation of conflicts on this site may 
be recorded elsewhere. 

 
Use under the Habitats Regulations  
The Definitions of Favourable Condition (DFCs) are used to periodically measure and assess 
the condition of both notified SSSI features and designated European Site features.  
 
Where SSSIs also form part of a European Site (such as a SAC or SPA), a separate document 
containing specific European Site Conservation Objectives will have been prepared. These 
objectives are those referred to in the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 
(the “Habitats Regulations”) and the Habitats Directive 1992. They are for use when either the 
appropriate nature conservation body or a competent authority is required to make an 
‘appropriate assessment’ of the likely effects of a proposed plan or project on the integrity of a 
European Site under the relevant parts of the respective legislation. The European Site 
Conservation Objectives are available at www.naturalengland.org.uk.  
 
The concepts of ‘site integrity’ and ‘favourable condition’ are similar and the assessment of a 
feature’s condition will measure attributes that also represent aspects of a site’s ecological 
integrity. However, the periodic determination of a feature’s condition is separate from a 
judgement about the effect upon a site’s overall integrity. This is because the DFCs do not 
represent a comprehensive or definitive list of all of the elements that might contribute to site 
integrity, merely those that are most appropriate to monitor in order to rapidly determine the 
present condition of a feature. The full range of factors that are components of a site’s integrity, 
and which may need to be considered by an appropriate assessment, will be specified in the 
European Site Conservation Objectives. Some of the information contained within the DFCs 
may however contribute to such assessments.  
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Annex 2 Location of features by unit 
 

Unit 
number 

Unit Name Main habitat L1 feature L2 Features SAC features 

003 Foxtor Mires BOGS - Upland E1 Mire: Bog 

Fen, marsh and swamp 
Short Sedge Acidic Fen 
Soakaway and sump 
 

H7130 Blanket bog 
S1106 - atlantic salmon, 
salmo salar S1355 - 
otter, lutra lutra 

008 
Dean Moor (Dry 
Heath) 

DWARF SHRUB 
HEATH - Upland 

D5 - Heathland: Dry 
Heath/Acid Grassland 
Mosaic 

Subalpine dwarf-shrub heath 
4030 European dry 
heaths 

009 Huntingdon Warren 
DWARF SHRUB 
HEATH - Upland 

D5 - Heathland: Dry 
Heath/Acid Grassland 
Mosaic 

Subalpine dwarf-shrub heath 
4030 European dry 
heaths 

010 Brent Moor (Bog) BOGS - Upland E1 Mire: Bog Blanket bog and valley bog (upland) H7130 Blanket bog 

021 High-House Waste BOGS - Upland E1 Mire: Bog Blanket bog and valley bog (upland) H7130 Blanket bog 

057 Redlake Erme Pits BOGS - Upland E1 Mire: Bog 

Acid grassland (upland) 
Blanket bog and valley bog (upland) 
Wet heath (upland) 
Subalpine dwarf-shrub heath 

H7130 Blanket bog 

058 South 2B BOGS - Upland E1 Mire: Bog 
Blanket bog and valley bog (upland) 
FB Quarternary 

H7130 Blanket Bog 
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Unit 
number 

Unit Name Main habitat L1 feature L2 Features SAC features 

059 Down Ridge Ter Hill BOGS - Upland E1 Mire: Bog 
Acid grassland (upland) 
Blanket bog and valley bog (upland) 

H7130 Blanket bog 

060 Fox Tor Nun's Cross BOGS - Upland E1 Mire: Bog 
Blanket bog and valley bog (upland) 
FB - Quaternary Of South-West 
England 

H7130 Blanket bog 

061 
Willingswalls and 

Hentor Common 

DWARF SHRUB 

HEATH - Upland 

D5 - Heathland: Dry 
Heath/Acid Grassland 
Mosaic 

Acid grassland (upland) 
Blanket bog and valley bog (upland) 
Wet heath (upland) 

4010 North Atlantic wet 
heaths 

062 
Stall and Penn 

Commons 
BOGS - Upland E1 Mire: Bog 

Wet heath (upland) 
Acid grassland (upland) 
Blanket bog and valley bog (upland) 

4010 North Atlantic wet 
heaths 
H7130 Blanket bog 
S1106 - atlantic salmon, 
salmo salar S1355 - 
otter, lutra lutra 

063 
Ugborough and 

Harford Commons 
BOGS - Upland E1 Mire: Bog 

Blanket bog and valley bog (upland) 
Wet heath (upland) 

H7130 Blanket bog 
S1106 - atlantic salmon, 
salmo salar S1355 - 
otter, lutra lutra 

065 
Buckfastleigh 

Common 

DWARF SHRUB 

HEATH - Upland 

D5 - Heathland: Dry 
Heath/Acid Grassland 
Mosaic 

Subalpine dwarf-shrub heath 
Wet heath (upland) 

4030 European dry 
heaths 
4010 North Atlantic wet 
heaths 

067 Holne Moor BOGS - Upland E1 Mire: Bog 

Acid grassland (upland) 
Blanket bog and valley bog (upland) 
Subalpine dwarf-shrub heath 
Wet heath (upland) 

H7130 Blanket bog 
4030 European dry 
heaths 
4010 North Atlantic wet 
heaths 

 
FOXTOR MIRES 259.92 

 
Raised bog (lowland) - M1-3, M17-21 
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FOXTOR MIRES 259.92 
 

Transition mire, ladder fen and quaking bog (upland) 
DEAN MOOR (DRY HEATH) 47.99 

 
Subalpine dwarf-shrub heath 

HUNTINGDON WARREN 154.84 
 

Subalpine dwarf-shrub heath 
BRENT MOOR (BOG) 273.17 

 
Blanket bog and valley bog (upland) 

HIGH-HOUSE WASTE 59.35 
 

Blanket bog and valley bog (upland) 
Redlake Erme Pits 348.8 

 
Acid grassland (upland) 

Redlake Erme Pits 348.8 
 

Blanket bog and valley bog (upland) 
South 2B 691.4 

 
Blanket bog and valley bog (upland) 

South 2B 691.4 
 

FB - Quaternary Of South-West England 
Down Ridge Ter Hill 522.95 

 
Blanket bog and valley bog (upland) 

Fox Tor Nun's Cross 375.25 
 

Blanket bog and valley bog (upland) 
Fox Tor Nun's Cross 375.25 

 
FB - Quaternary Of South-West England 

Willingswalls and Hentor Common 1253.396 
 

Acid grassland (upland) 
Willingswalls and Hentor Common 1253.396 

 
Blanket bog and valley bog (upland) 

Willingswalls and Hentor Common 1253.396 
 

Wet heath (upland) 
Stall and Penn Commons 1682.58 

 
Acid grassland (upland) 

Stall and Penn Commons 1682.58 
 

Atlantic salmon, Salmo salar 
Stall and Penn Commons 1682.58 

 
Blanket bog and valley bog (upland) 

Stall and Penn Commons 1682.58 
 

Otter, Lutra lutra 
Stall and Penn Commons 1682.58 

 
Subalpine dwarf-shrub heath 

Ugborough and Harford Commons 539.1121 
 

Atlantic salmon, Salmo salar 
Ugborough and Harford Commons 539.1121 

 
Blanket bog and valley bog (upland) 

Ugborough and Harford Commons 539.1121 
 

Otter, Lutra lutra 
Ugborough and Harford Commons 539.1121 

 
Wet heath (upland) 

Buckfastleigh Common 298.014 
 

Subalpine dwarf-shrub heath 
Buckfastleigh Common 298.014 

 
Wet heath (upland) 

Holne Moor 606.3305 
 

Acid grassland (upland) 
Holne Moor 606.3305 

 
Blanket bog and valley bog (upland) 

Holne Moor 606.3305 
 

Subalpine dwarf-shrub heath 
Holne Moor 606.3305 

 
Wet heath (upland) 

 




